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Country-m. Bix: a Letter from a Gentleman, 
Matter, which takes Notice of the 
Hardfhips put upon the meaner Sort of the Free- 
holders of Great Britain, many of whom are oblig’d 
to go from twenty to fifty Miles in fome Counties, 
to elect Parliament-men ; which occafions them a 
great deal of Trouble and Expence, confidering 
the Frequency of Ele&ions ; therefore he propotes, 
asa Remedy of this Inconvenience, that an A& 
might be made for taking the Poll at fo many Pla- 
ces in each of the larger Counties, as no Elector 
may be oblig’d to go about eight or ten Miles at 
fartheft, ing Bail me your Opinion of it, Matter ? 
Obf. The Houfehas a Bill now before them, Ro- 
ger, for preventing Bribery, Corruption, and o- 
ther indirect Practices in electing of Members to 
ferve in Parliament. They are the moft proper 
Judges whether the Gentleman’s Propofal be feafi- 
ble or not. We have frequently heard of the Ad- 
journment of Polls from one Side of a County to 
another, on purpofe to ferve the Intereft of this 
or that Faétion, which certainly puts Free-holders 
of the meaner Sort to a great Inconveniency ; and 
as this Praétice is like to be as frequent now as c- 
ver, confidering the unnatural Ferment which our 
Jacobite Faction and their high-flying Clergy have 
sais‘d to fucha Height in the Nation, ’tis reafona- 
ble that the Eafe of our Free-holders fhould be 
confulted as much as poffible, and that honeft Men 
who are willing to ferve their Country, fhou!d not 
be render’d uncapable of ufing their Birth-right 
for want of Money, Time, or it may be Health e- 
nough to travel fo tar as the Gentleman mentions. 
For my Part, Ican_ perceive no Inconveniency 1 
his Propofal, provided that honeft Men be appoin- 
ted to take the Poll in feveral Places of the Coun- 
ty; on the contrary, it might prevent the un- 
feeily Quarrels that many times happen at crowd- 
ed Elections, which makes them more like riotous 
Mobs, than Meetings of Free-holders, who are the 
Lords of our Soil, our original Legiflators, and 
the Strength, as well as the Glory of our Nation. 
But whether this is to be done belt by polling in 
ditferent Paces at the fime Time, or by fixing the 
Poll in the Center of each County, mutt be fub- 
mitted to the Wifdom of Parliament. In the mean 
Time, Fam very glad that a Bill of fuch Impor- 
tance is now under, Con{iteration ; and [ hiartily 
with the Wifdom of the Nation might fall upon 
an Expedient to prevent the mifchicvous Influence 
of our hot-headed Clergy upon Elections, fince tis 
but too well Known which Side they take in all 
Parts of England. A 
Country-m. Aye, Matier, Ihave heard it frequent- 
ly talk’d of, that they have the Advantage of all 
the other Subjects in England, fince they are repre- 
fented in both Houies ; a Priviledge which no o- 
ther Proteftant Clergy 1s allow'd in the World ; 
which, for my Part, I fhould not grudge them, did 
they make a better Ule of it, than generally they 
do ; but } think it highly reafonable that our Le- 
gillature thould think of fome Method to pieveut 
their embroiling us frm the Pulpit and Preis, and 
hkewife at Elections. It looks very unbecoming 


the Ambafladors of the Prince of Peace, to be- 
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come Fire-brands and Sowers of Sedition, or to 
fee Clergy-men behave themfelves fo mobbifhly as 
they frequently do at Elections. This is far from 
being good Enfamples to the Flock. 

Ovf. You fay very true, Roger; and it very ill be- 
comes them to aflume the Authority of Dictators, 
and determine Controverfics of State fo magilteri- 
ally as many of them have done of late, quitecon- 
trary to our pofitive Laws. This is far from a due 
Subiniffion to the Powers that be, according to the 
Apoftle's Injunétion, when firch Clerzy-men as 
Mr. Milbourne take upon them to preach contrary 
to the Statute, and aflert the Lawfulne’S of reiifting 
Princes in any Cafe whatever,tho’ wehave a Lawin 
being which abfolves us from Alleziancetoany King 
or Queen that turns Papift or manicsa Papilt. “Lis 
an intollerable Piece of Tnfolence for a Priett thus 
to contradict the Parliament while they are {it- 
ting, and that too when they have a Pulpit-{ncen- 
diary under Procefs, for endeavouring to fubvert! 
our Conftitution. 

Country-m. Tam afraid, Mafter, that thofe Men 
who make fuch a Noife with their Paffive-Obedi+ 
ence, dont underftand it. ! have heard trom one 
who knew the Truth of it, that the Reverend Mr. 
Humphreys, one of the oldeft Minifters in Eng- 
land, gave the late King Fames a much tiuer Com- 
mentary on that Doétrine, when he fent for him 
a little before the Revolution ; for that honeft and 
learned Man told the King very plainly, That it 
was his Majefty and thofe who join’d him, that 
fought againit the Powers in being, which every 
one knew according to our Conttitution, was King 
and Parliament, and the Laws by them enaéted - 
That 1t was as unlawful for his Majetty to invade 
the Power of Parliament, by levying Money, and 
difpenfing with Laws without their Confent, a$ 
it was for the People to invade his lezal Preioga 
tive ; for the Powers ia Being were the Powers ciia- 
blith’d by Law, and other Powers had no Being 
in England ; fo that if his Majcfty invaded thoie 
Powers, and the People took Armstodetend then, 
it would be found that his Majetty, and not they 
did fight againft the Governmens. His Majelty 
could make no other Reply to this, but that fs 
Advice caine too late ; for the Prince of Orange 
was expected with an Army in England every Day. 
Now, Matter, we Country-men, tho’ no Schwoi- 
lars, do pertectly well underftand this Notion of 
Ob:dience to the Powers that be; for we know ne 
other Power in Gre. Brizaia, but that of the Laws, 
or Prince and Parliament, and are for keeping the 
Ballance betwixt them ftteady. 

Of. LT take that learned Gentleman to have been 
perfectly in the Right, and that you Country-men 
have a very jult Notion of the Matter, Xoger 5 
whereas thote hot-headed Clergy-inen are Rele/s 10 
tke Powers that be, by fetting our Princes above 
Law ; which is a Power that never had any Being, 
nor L hope never will, in Great Bricct, 1 think 
it is allo very plain, that cur Bithops at the Timeof 
the Revolution were of the fame Mind, ftince they 
ablolutely refus’d to declare or publithh an Abhor- 
rence of the Prince of Orange's Deicent, tho’ the 
King folliciie! them ta do it. Now, Roger, has. 
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our Bithops belicv'd Paflive- Obedience in the Senie 
of cur Sackeverclls, Adilloarnes, &xc. they Ware O- 
blizd on Pain of Damnation to themfelves, and. 
to all the People of England who joindthe Frince, 
to have publith’d an Abhorrence of. bis Deicent ; 
but {ince they would not do it, either they at 

net believe that Doctrine, or they acted contrary 
to their Confciences, and made~themfelves and 
the whole Kingdom liable to Damnation, accoid- 
ing to cheir own Principles. Let our High-fiyers 
clute which they will, at is equal to me ; for if 
they take the foriner, they give up the Caule, and 
iv they chufe the laitcr, they can no more inake ufe 
of thofe Mens Authority againit the Revolution, 
as they have done in their new-vampd Hiftory of 
Pailive-Obedience; for no Man will regard what 
juch Men fay, who preach up Paftive-Obedience 
on Pain of Damnation, and yet act contrary to it 
wheu’as for their Intere(tasall the high-flying bene- 
fic’d Clergy have done, by taking the Oaths to our 
Government according to our prefent Conttitution, 
founded on the Declaration of Rights. Thete 
Men complain mightily of the Growth of Athetin 
aud Irreligion, I with there was no Ground for 
it; but at the fame Time, they would do well to 








Queen and Parlwiment be thus continual 
iing into Blood and Contu‘on. 
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Couniry-m. The Gentleman fays farth 


that he 1s credibly inform’d a Club of thate prt 


chers meet every Lord’s-day ata certain Dogtor’ 
not far froin Grays-Jnn, where they give an Acc, Ors 
of their hot-headed Sermons, and how they nt 
ceivd by the People; that the pious and mek | re 
Arch-bithop of Canterbury is the Subject of 9 
Droll at {uch Clubs ; and that H-—---ns. the js 
Prieft, rail’d at the good and learned Lord Bil a 
of Sarum on Lord’s-day tall, Gc. with fome ¢ 
Particujars that we mult reter to our next. go 
there’s one Thing I cannot omit now, Maller cn 
That the factious Priefts boait they cannot be pro. 
fecuted if they do not print; therefore the oa 
tleman humbly prepofes, that.our Legiflators may 
pafs a Vote, That all feditious Preachers [heuld be i 
alle to Punifhment, tho they do not print. This fe 
thinks would effectually awe them into Silence. 
Obj. That muft be fubmitted to the Wifdom of 
Parliament, Reger, who we are not to doubt wii] 
in due Tin think of proper Mcthods to hinder the 
{preading of fuch Doctrines as.thofe, for which 
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coniider whether their playing faft and loofe with 
folemn Oaths, their declaring fo openly againit 
Socictics tor Reformation of Manners, and againit 
our moderate Bilhops and Clergy, who are the 
Glory, as well as the Support of the Church, has 
30t contributed more to it, than any Thing clie ; 
for ignorant aud vicious People, when they {ce 
Clergy-men wnite and preach ag-inft one another, 
and our High-flycrs particularly promote Sedition 
aud Diicord, mult needs think either that all Re- 
ligion is’a Cheat, or that fuch Picachers as in their 
Sermons difcover a Spirit quite contrary to that of 
the Goipel, which is pure and peacegble, breathes 
nothing but Love and Charity, Glory to God in the 
kighe?, and on Earth Peace and good Will towards 
Men, as the Angels, thofe Meflengers of Heaven, 
publifh’d it at our Saviour’s Birth, are vile Hypo- 
crites, who on Pretence of a Commiffion from the 
bleficd Jefus, fap the Foundations of his holy Re- 
ligion, as they do by their Sermons of Tyranny, 
ihe very Balis of our Coufiitutton. Therefore, Ko- 
ger, 1 don't at all wonder that a Set of Clergy-men 
who do thus, defpife God, are in his juft Judg- 
ment left to fucis Meatures as makes them fightly 
e?cem'd, and contemptibie in the Eyes of the Body of 
the People, however they be applauded by a factious 
and ignorant Mob, 

Country-m. Here's another Letter, Mafter, from the 
worthy Gentleman that {ent us the Account of the 
high-flying Sermons publith’d in our laft, which 
sivesus avery good Inftance of the Contempt 
thofe Men have juftly brought upon themfelves. 
He fays, Mafler, that a Gentleman who had been 
to hear a Sermon at St. Seviowrs Southwark, talking 
of it to the Water-man that row d him over again, 
the poor Fellow told hin, that if he came to their 
Church every Lord s-day, he would hear fuch Ser- 
mons, for none but High-flyers were adinitted to 
preach there, who, if they were fuffer’d to conti- 
ruc, would raife fuch a Flame, as all the Water be- 
twice the Bridge and Weltmuiutter would not be able to 
grench ; fo that I perceive the Water-men and Bell- 
men in fome Places of the Town have more Senfe 
and Honefty than their Doctors and feleét Vetries, 
The Gentleman adds, Matter, that the Parfon who 
preach’d there, faid, Thar in Regard to Asthority he 
wind not fay the Church was in Danger, but ke durft 
fay that it was threaten’d, and that there‘ore wife Men 
nonld guard againft that Evil they forefaw like a Tor- 
reit was Coming againit it. 

Obf. The honelt Gentlemen of Sesthwerk, and 
clfewhere, fhould lay thofe Things ecfore the Houfe 
of Commons, Roger, that in their great Witdoin 


they may think of proper Methods to Ifiider the 


ipreading of the Gangrecn ; tor ifthe Authority of 
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Dr, Sacheverell is under Profecution, otherwife they 
arc in Danger of being mobb‘din the Scnate-houfe, 
as well as rail’d on from the Pulpit. 





Advertifements. 


Gee Over the Puffaze going into the Queen’ss Arms-Ta- 
vern on Lucgate-hill, is lately open’d a new Difpenfary by 
a Scciety cf Peyficians, who have provided a fecrert Cabi- 
net cfthe beit Mecicines adapted to all Difeafes, as particu- 
larly {pecify’d by their printed Bills, not deliver’d in the 
Screets, like Pretenders, who Loaft of performing Cures they 
never underitcod the Caufes of, but diftributed to every 
dwelling Houle, to inform the Publickof their Intentions; 
for whoie Satisfaction and Benefit they have ferrl’d the. Pri- 
zes Of their Advice and Medicines in each Cafe, thar all 
Houfe-keepers and others may know their Charges before 


hand. 
Juft publifh’a, 
fee The Virgin unmaik’d, in ten Female Dialogues Le- 
twixt an elderly Maiden Lady, and her Niece, onfeveral ¢)- 





verting Difcourfes, on Love, Marriage, Memoirs, and Mo- 
rus, &c. oF the prefent Times. The fecond Editior, cor- 
reéted. Sold by B. Bragge in Pater-Nofter-Row. 


See TINCTURA CALESTIS. The celebrated Medicine 
of the Age for many Years paft, as an effeétual Remedy in 
moft chronical Difeafes, to which moft part of this Naticn 
can give ample ‘Teltimeny, bute moft particularly in the 
Scone of the Reins aud Bladder, Cin which its Virtues have 
been lately fignaliz’d) in the Gour, Rheumatifm, and all 
Joint Pains, Dropfy, Scurvy, Obttruétion-of che Stomach, 
Liver, Spleen, Me fentary, and other Bowels,whereby Con- 
coétion 1s hinder’d, and infinite Dileafes are propagated, 
relieving alfofuchasare athiéted with Vipours, and Fumes : 
arifing to the Reid, which being tix’d thereto, caufe Head | 
ach, Dizzinels, Epileply, Appopiexy, and orher dangerous 
and deplorable Difeafes. It is prepa’d by the Author, at 
the Golden Head in blue Bali Court in Salifbury-Sauare it 
Fleet-ftreer; and fold at 1s. and 2s. 6d. rhe Ottles, alu 
Directions how to ule it. 


5 cr ip t 0G r ap p. EQ § or, Written Print: 
Hand ; ( which’ cau’ 02 imitate by any other 
Printer) fit for Bits of Lading, Bits of Sale, 
Bods of al forts, Receipts for the Land= Sax 6. 
Sca-mens Bills and Tickets of Leave, Letter of 
Attorney, Warrants of af forts, Reales, Yar 
dentures, or any ether blunk Law-Forms, N.B. 
At Perfons tiat plcasz, may have the aodve-mer- 
tion’d, ov any other Bujinefs, printed on the fame, 
ffs, or Carger Gtaratters of the G&e, Fy H. Meere; 
Printer, ab the Black-Fryar in Black-Lryersy 
London. 
Gentlemen, who have any Thing ro‘commurnicate fe 


the Auther of this Paper, are defir’d to direét it to Le left 
with LB. Bragge in Pater-Nofter-Row, for rhe Obiervatois 





Poit pey’d. Where Advertifements are taken in. 





LONDON, Printed 
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